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Language teacher in a language of Southern Africa wanted 

 

Department of African Studies, University of Vienna 
 

Start on 1 October, 2019  

Application by 28 April, 2019 

 

 

In the winter semester 2019/20, the department of African Studies of the University of Vienna 

will start offering language courses in a language of Southern Africa. 

 

It depends on the qualifications of the successful job applicant, which new language will 

ultimately be introduced in our department. We are mainly looking for Zulu (preferred), 

Xhosa, Sotho or Shona teachers. 

However, we would also be open to suggestions for other languages spoken in Southern 

Africa, if no qualified teachers apply for teaching the above-mentioned languages. 

 

The position: 

We are looking for a lecturer with the following qualifications: 

 

 Proven excellent knowledge of Zulu, Xhosa, Sotho, Shona or another language spoken 

in Southern Africa (except Afrikaans, which is regularly offered at the department of 

Dutch Studies) 

 

 Experience in Language Teaching – ideally, you are certified in language teaching or 

wish to acquire certified skills in this field 

 

 Willingness to teach for at least the next two years in the Department of African 

Studies of the University of Vienna - in case of mutual agreement, the term is very 

likely to be extended  

 

 Good or very good knowledge of German is desirable. In the beginning, it would be 

possible to use English as language of instruction. Very good command of English 

would be demanded in this case. Furthermore, you would be required to gain very 

good German skills to teach your lessons in this language in the long run. 
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In the first academic year (2019/2020), you would teach the following courses: 

  

In the winter semester: 

 Grammar 1 for 2 academic hours/week 

 Exercises 1 for 4 academic hours/week 

= in total, 6 academic hours/week  

 

In the summer semester: 

 Grammar 2 for 2 academic hours/week  

 Exercises 2 for 4 academic hours/week  

= in total, 6 academic hours/week  

 

In the second year (2020/21), you would teach the basic courses for beginners again, as well 

as the advanced courses for those students who already started language learning in autumn 

2019. 

 

In the second year, you would teach the following courses:  

 

In the winter semester: 

 Grammar 1 for 2 academic hours/week 

 Exercises 1 for 4 academic hours/week 

 Grammar 3 for 2 academic hours/week 

 Texts 1 for 2 academic hours/week  

 Conversation 1 for 2 academic hours/week 

= in total, 12 academic hours/week  

 

In the summer semester: 

 Grammar 2 for 2 academic hours/week 

 Exercises 2 for 4 academic hours/week 

 Grammar 4 for 2 academic hours/week  

 Texts 2 for 2 academic hours/week  

 Conversation 2 for 2 academic hours/week 

= in total, 12 academic hours/week 

 

In the first year, you could anticipate a contract for 6 academic hours per week, in the second 

year, the number would amount to 12 hours per week. Details on the salary can be given upon 

request. In any case, you can expect to receive 14 monthly salaries per year as is common 

practice in Austria. 
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If necessary, you might be able to teach additional academic hours in the sphere of linguistics 

or literary studies, depending on your qualifications and the demand for courses in these areas 

in the academic year/semester in question. 

In case you are considering this option, please explain in your application documents on which 

topics you could possibly teach. Please note that a Mag. or MA degree is the minimum 

requirement for employment outside of language teaching. For language teaching, a degree 

is not a formal requirement, but is desirable. 

 

Please include the following documents in your application: 

 curriculum vitae 

 Certificates and attestations 

 letter of motivation  

 short teaching concept(s) 

If available: 

 List of courses already taught 

 list of publications 

 

Qualified candidates are invited to submit their application to the Vice Director of Studies, 

Mag. Dr. Birgit Englert at birgit.englert@univie.ac.at by 28 April, 2019. 

 

If your application is successful, we expect you to start teaching at the beginning of the 2019 

winter semester (1 October). A later start is not possible. 

 

Further information 

At the University of Vienna, the winter semester lasts from 1 October until 31 January, 

including a 3-week Christmas break. In February, there are no lectures taught. The summer 

semester lasts from 1 March until 30 June, including a two-week Easter break. In July, August 

and September, no lectures are being taught. 

 

Contracts for temporary lectureships are awarded for the period of six months. In case of a 

successful application and satisfactory teaching, you could assume to be awarded 4 

consecutive six-month contracts. This also means that you would enjoy full medical insurance 

and pension scheme contributions for two years. 
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