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Responding to recent developments in the study of slavery and post-
slavery, this conference seeks to bring together work on all aspects of the 
end of enslavement, the transition out of slave status, and the aftermaths 
of slavery in the last two centuries in Africa. It provides a new departure 
for Dar es Salaam-based historians, who have long sought to foreground 
Africans’ initiatives, but have done so within nationalist and modernist 
paradigms that sidelined slavery and post-slavery. Further, it seeks to 
advance work on post-slavery in mainland East Africa by putting it in 
the same frame with the larger body of work on West Africa and the 
western Indian Ocean.

Decades of work so far have made clear that there was no linear 
transition from enslavement to freedom. Rather, there were diverse 
states of unfreedom and its opposite, whether defined as freedom, 
belonging or something else. They were shaped by legal processes, 
status hierarchies, gender relations, resource struggles and livelihoods, 
religion, culture and politics. Individual trajectories through these 
social fields varied greatly within and between times and places. They 
continued for decades after official abolition, throughout the era of 
emancipation and beyond. Nevertheless, there are patterns to be found. 

The organizers encourage submissions addressing any 
of, but not limited to, the following topics: 

• The price of abolition: who lost, in what ways, and how did they 
seek to recover?

• Political mobilization and activism against slavery within Africa: 
who, how and why? 

• Legal regimes supporting abolition, their manipulation and 
contestation

• African abolitionist cultures, critiques of enslavement and ways to 
think freedom

• The nature and degrees of freedom and personal autonomy; non-
linear trajectories towards belonging, subordination or exclusion

• Emancipation and/or subjugation through marriage, domestic 
cultures and domestic labour

• Changing urban and rural labour regimes, shifting modes of 
exploitation and resistance

• Ex-slave memories and identities, shame, silencing, ambivalence, 
trauma and self-assertion

• Citizenship, local or national, social or political, and corresponding 
forms of exclusion in the aftermath of slavery

• Human trafficking after abolition, its continuities and 
discontinuities with pre-abolition slavery

• Forced and reluctant migration after slavery and the othering of 
notional or actual migrants 

• Tangible and intangible heritage of enslavement, public history, 
memorialization and silencing, slave-site tourism

Conference Application 
An abstract of 150 words, in addition to a 100-word bio-note including professional affiliation and contact address, should be sent to                                                

history@udsm.ac.tz, ssnyanto@gmail.com and slabicom.udsm@gmail.com  by Thursday 26th  January 2023.   

Conference Registration
Faculty and students based in USA, Canada, and Europe $100 USD,  Faculty based on the African continent $50 USD,                                                                          

Students based on the African continent $25 USD 

If your application has been successful, you will be required to pay the registration fee (see categories above) to the Account Number of  the                                             
University of Dar es Salaam College of Humanities (0250396203400; Currency: USD; Bank: CRDB; Swift Code: CORUTZTZ; Sort Code: 3386).                            

Please send a receipt for the payment to history@udsm.ac.tz, ssnyanto@gmail.com and slabicom.udsm@gmail.com. 

Decisions will be communicated by Tuesday 28th February 2023. We look forward to receiving your submissions. 

For any queries, please contact ssnyanto@gmail.com and slabicom.udsm@gmail.com.
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