
 

 

                                                      
Turin, 16-17 October 2015 

Urban Africa 
Economy, populations, cultures 

Call for papers  
 
The Centre for African Studies (CSA) and the Association for African Studies in Italy (ASAI), in 
collaboration with the Department of Cultures, Politics and Society of the University of Turin and the 
Department of Architecture and Design of the Polytechnic University of Turin, organize an inter-
disciplinary conference on “Urban Africa”.  

The subject is open to contributions of political, economic, historical, anthropological, geographical, 
urban, and legal nature. The conference will attempt to interpret the deep changes the continent has 
been going through during the past few decades, of which African cities have been both hotbeds and 
main actors: an incredibly swift urbanization process has put some African urban agglomerations well 
in front in the world urban population league. They have now become of primary relevance also to 
material resource flows and to both economic and cultural exchanges that are unrelentingly 
transforming urban spaces and urban social patterns. This swift urbanization has highlighted new 
problems concerning governance, as well as space and public goods management and their 
transformations and conflicts significantly reflect wider continental processes.  

The conference is meant as a challenge to scholars to re-think their idea of Africa, to abandon negative 
stereotypes and reductionist visions in order to embrace complexity and to explore the opportunities - 
but also the limits and contradictions - of a continent set to play a significantly to be more important 
role in the globalized world.  

The conference will take place in connection with the Third Global Forum of the Local Economic 
Development (LED) that will be held in Turin, 13-16 October. Some internationally well known  
keynote speakers are expected to attend. 

 
Papers should focus on the following topics: 

1. Formal and informal aspects of African urban development  
African urbanization, from pre-colonial settlements to contemporary urban agglomerations; land 
tenure and land governance; the economics of African cities: new markets and new exchange 
processes; governance, planning and urban policies; cities of networks and networks of cities; 
intercommunality and decentralization; the edges cities (slums, informal settlements, refugee camps, 
displaced people). 

2. Urban territory and urban ecology 
Infrastructures; security; food safety and sovereignty; urban and peri-urban agriculture; food policies; 
cities as melting pots, social and cultural integration; rural-urban migration; ethnicity.  

3. African lifestyle: innovations and traditional elements in urban Africa 
Class formation; rising middle-classes; consumption; urban religious phenomena. 

4. Contemporary Africa urban culture 
ICT; media; art; music; literature; cinema; photography. 



Researchers are invited to submit their proposal, including a title of their papers, an abstract (max 2000 
characters) and a short description of the author, to the following address: segreteria@urbanafrica.it  
 
The deadline is June 30,  2015. 
All the selected papers will be presented in plenary session (maximum presentation time: 20 minutes). 
 
Registration is free for regular ASAI members.  
For all others, registrations fees can be paid through the website www.asaiafrica.org, or directly at the 
conference.  
 
Registration fees are:  

- 60 euros for researchers in national or international research institutions. Registration 
automatically grants ASAI  biennial membership (2015-2016).  

- 30 euros for those with no permanent position. Registration automatically grants ASAI  biennial 
membership (2015-2016). 
 

Scientific Committee 
Stefano Allovio (University of Milan) 
Giovanni Carbone (University of Milan, ISPI) 
Federico Cresti (University of Catania, ASAI) 
Egidio Dansero (University of Turin, CSA) 
Mario Deaglio (University of Turin, CSA) 
Alessandro Gusman (University of Turin) 
Luca Jourdan (University of Bologna) 
Barbara Pasa (University of Turin, CSA) 
Cecilia Pennacini (University of Turin, CSA) 
Nicoletta Pirozzi (IAI, Rome) 
Matteo Robiglio (Polytechnic University of Turin, CSA) 
 
Administrative Office 
Centro Piemontese di Studi Africani 
Marco Sottilotta: segreteria@urbanafrica.it 
Mirella Nicola: segreteria@csapiemonte.it  
 

Website of the conference: http://www.urbanafrica.it/ 
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